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U.S. Assistance to Fight COVID-19
In Nigeria Reaches $21.4 Million

The United States Government, through the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) and Department of State, announced on April 17 that new
funding for Nigeria for prevention and mitigation of the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) has reached $21.4 million.

Approximately four fifths of the assistance — nearly $18 million — will go towards
humanitarian assistance and includes for risk communication, water and sanitation
activities, infection prevention, and coordination, and humanitarian assistance for

refugees, internally displaced persons (IDPs), and their host communities.

“The U.S. government is leading the world’s humanitarian and health response to
the COVID-19 pandemic even while we battle the virus at home,” U.S.
Ambassador Mary Beth Leonard said of the assistance. “Our assistance is rolling
out gradually as we reconfigure priorities in response to the evolving situation.”

This funding will support critical activities to control the spread of this disease,
such as rapid public-health information campaigns, water and sanitation, and
preventing and controlling infections in health-care facilities.



Two early examples of USAID assistance include support for Nigeria’s Center for
Disease Control in sending a million SMS messages a day to Nigerians and going
door-to-door in the Northeast to prevent outbreaks in the country’s most vulnerable
areas along with a host of other activities in urgent development.

This assistance joins more than $8.1 billion in total assistance for Nigeria over the
past 20 years, including more than $5.2 billion in U.S. health assistance alone.

The United States is leading the world’s humanitarian and health response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

As part of this comprehensive response from the American people, the U.S.
Department of State and USAID have now committed nearly $508 million in
emergency health, humanitarian, and economic assistance on top of the funding we
already provide to multilateral and non-governmental organizations (NGOSs)
helping communities around the world deal with the pandemic.

More information: Abujadoc@usaid.gov

ABOUT USAID: USAID leads international development and humanitarian efforts to save
lives, reduce poverty, strengthen democratic governance and help nations progress beyond
assistance. In Nigeria, USAID supports health systems strengthening, transparent and
accountable governance, basic education, and a more market-led, trade-friendly economy. For

more information about USAID and its programs, please visit https://www.usaid.gov/nigeria.
Follow us Facebook and Twitter.

Relevant information about U.S. policies and programs in Nigeria can be found on our websites:

http://nigeria.usembassy.govandwww.usaid.gov/ng
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